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Terminology
Emerging Artists: 'Emerging artists' are defined as those who are at an early stage in their career development (specifically, artists who are starting their careers and have been active for one to five years). Age is not a factor in determining an emerging artist. An 'active' or 'practising' artist is creating work regularly (i.e. more than a few times a year). The term 'emerging' refers to professional accomplishments and recognition, not to stylistic evolution. An emerging artist is expected to have a limited performing, publishing, or exhibition record. Emerging artists may demonstrate potential in their practice through risk-taking and pushing their work in dynamic ways.
Professional Artists: A professional artist can be defined as someone for whom their artform is their whole-time occupation or who holds a third level qualification in their field of practice or has been paid and advertised as a solo or leading performer/exhibitor in a state funded institution or has been published or produced by a recognised publisher or theatre/film company or venue or is recognised as a professional by his/her peers and received recognition in the form of commendations, rewards, awards, grants, appointments to panels, etc.
Artist ‘ordinarily’ basing their practice in County Longford: To be considered as basing a practice in Longford, an artist must be renting, owning or otherwise occupying a space with an address in Longford on an ongoing basis for which the sole use and purpose is to support their arts practice.
Capacity building: Capacity building is the process by which individuals or organisations improve processes, skills and other resources to deliver quality arts projects.
Recommended Artist Fees: The following organisations provide recommended guidelines for industry standards for payment of artist fees: Visual Artists Ireland, ISACS, Theatre Forum or Dance Ireland may be able to suggest related to experience.
Action Research: Action research is setting out a plan of action to learn something new about your practice. This learning is not set within formal education. Explaining why this is important to the development of your practice is helpful when making a case for this approach.





[bookmark: Assessment]Assessment Process 
Applications will be processed by Longford County Council Arts Office. Applications that fall outside of the eligibility criteria may be eliminated at this point. Longford County Council reserves the right to redirect applications for consideration to appropriate categories other than those applied for, should it be deemed beneficial to the applicant to so do. All eligible applications will be considered by an adjudicating panel that comprises of two independent assessors with relevant experience and expertise. The Art Project Award will be assessed by the County Longford Culture Team.
All Award outcomes will be issued to all applicants within six weeks of application deadline. 
For more feedback on your application, please email artsoffice@longfordcoco.ie  Requests must be made no later than 20 days after the Award outcome correspondence.





[bookmark: Freedom_information]Freedom of Information considerations
Longford County Council is subject to the Freedom of Information Act 1997, 2003. If you consider that any information supplied by you is either commercially sensitive or confidential, this should be highlighted and the reasons for sensitivity specified. In such cases, the relevant material will, in response to an FOI request, be examined in the light of the exemptions provided for in the Acts.

[bookmark: Bursary]Artist Bursary Awards
Eligibility Criteria
The Bursary award is for individual artists and their work plans taking place in pursuit of training, research and artmaking.
Applications must be submitted by the stipulated deadline. No late applications will be considered.
Scoring criteria
Applicants are scored against four key criteria:
[bookmark: _Hlk206138081][bookmark: _Hlk206138189]1. Quality of existing work and bursary proposal idea (30%): As evidenced by the Description of your bursary proposal, your artist's CV; and up to four examples of previous work.
[bookmark: _Hlk206138202]2. Relevance and timeliness of proposal to the development of your practice (25%): As evidenced by your recent achievements, a general overview of your main interests and ambitions and the reason you wish to pursue this line of research/training at this time and the impact you hope it will have. 
[bookmark: _Hlk206138213]3. Feasibility (25%): This refers to the extent to which the applicant demonstrates capacity to deliver the proposed activity. This includes consideration of:
· the proposed timetable or schedule;
· the availability of other supports / partners identified in the application, and the nature of that support;
· the availability of other sources of funding or income, where relevant.
· the extent to which the proposal can achieve the Award criteria in the context of the overall fund
[bookmark: _Hlk206140239]4. Cultural benefit for County Longford (20%): Your application must demonstrate tangible benefits for the development of art and culture within County Longford.
In addition to the above criteria, the company, artist or team must ensure compliance with all statutory requirements and local authority byelaws, including adherence to Child Protection Policy.

Arts Bursary Frequently Asked Questions
Can I apply for more than one award?
Yes, you can apply for multiple County Longford Arts awards. However, if you apply for The Bursary Award you may not apply for the Mentoring Award
How many Bursary Awards will there be?
There will be no more than 12 awards issued. 
Is a postgraduate course eligible for the bursary?
Yes, postgraduate courses are eligible for the bursary. However, if you are applying for a course, you need to have a provisional offer to attend. 
Is a mentorship eligible for the bursary?
Mentorships are ineligible for the bursary. 
Is the purchase of equipment eligible?
The purchase of equipment (for example, cameras, speakers, Laptops) are not eligible under the bursary. 
Are publication costs of literature eligible?
The publication costs related to literature are not eligible under the bursary.
Are recording costs of music eligible?
The production costs related to music recording are not eligible under the bursary.
Are subsistence or travel costs eligible?
Subsistence costs such as daily per diems or work-related travel costs are not eligible under the bursary.
Would renting a studio space be an example of capacity building?
Yes, you can rent a studio if that is the most useful thing to support your work at this time.
Would writing a screenplay at a residency for three weeks be covered by the bursary?
Yes, a residency with a plan for making artistic work over that time and adding to your learning journey would be covered. This residency can take place outside of County Longford. In this case, considering how you may bring that learning back to Longford helps make a case for this approach.
What should the proposed budget include about 'buying time' living costs?
The budget for living costs should be allocated in proportion to the intended costs of the bursary overall. This bursary is not fully for your living costs. Your time and/or a portion of your time, to make your proposal happen should be costed out.
What details should be supplied about under ‘estimated income’?
Estimated income could include scholarships, support from another funder(s), earned income, or in-kind support from a venue or organisation.
Will this bursary funding support be repeated?
It is hoped that the Arts Bursary will be repeated annually but at present it is conditional on year-to-year funding.
Can I apply for the bursary every year?
Yes, you may apply every year. Being successful in attaining funding does not guarantee funding in subsequent years.  Applicants who have been grant funded for three consecutive years will receive less priority for assessment in a fourth year application.
How many supporting samples of work should I include?
A maximum of four examples of your work can be included. Be selective, put in examples of practice and clearly label why these examples relate to your application.

[bookmark: Project]





Art Project Awards

Eligibility Criteria
The Project Award is designed to support individuals or organisations to produce projects planned for the coming year that have significant artistic and cultural goals. This may include:
· festivals, events, projects.
· training, developmental work, and vocational support for artists.
· [bookmark: _Hlk206151987]community development outcomes through quality arts.
A named professional artist must be engaged at the earliest possible stage of the proposal, and their artistic objectives must be clearly articulated.
Applications must have an overarching emphasis on artistic quality, artistic ambition and inclusivity.
Applications must be submitted by the stipulated deadline. No late applications will be considered.

In-Eligibility Criteria
· An incomplete form will make an application ineligible.
· The purchase of equipment.
· General marketing, administration costs and utilities.
· Literature publication or music recording costs.
· Filmmaking production costs.
· Subsistence costs such as daily per diems, accommodation or work-related travel costs.
· Activities and costs that duplicate an organisation’s existing work.
· Activities that are more suited to another award funded by other organisations.
· Activities or costs that do not fit the purpose of the award.
· Activities that are an intrinsic part of, or directly related to, ongoing formal education.
· Activities undertaken for charity-fundraising purposes, for participation in a competition, or for primarily profit-making purposes.

Scoring criteria
Applicants are scored against four key criteria:
1. Quality and artistic ambition of the project proposed (50%): As evidenced by:
· Artistic quality of proposal
· Track record of artistic personnel
· Track record of production personnel
2. Feasibility of the project in confirmed and committed resources (30%): As evidenced by:
· Technical achievability: Can the proposal be realised within the timeframe and with the levels of finance and other resources evidenced in the application.
· Letters of support or confirmation of additional funding if the total cost of the project is greater than the Art Project Award amount.
· An identified audience and a clear marketing and sales plan to reach target audience
· Clear budget including equitable payment to artists.
3. Cultural benefit for County Longford (20%). Your application must demonstrate tangible benefits for the strategic development of art and culture within County Longford. See County Longford Strategic Arts Plan
In addition to the above criteria, the company, artist or team must ensure there is compliance with all statutory requirements and local authority bye-laws, including adherence to Child Protection Policy.

Annual Priorities 
All individuals or organisations (at any stage in their development) are eligible to apply for a project grant. In 2025, We specifically encourage applications from individuals or organisations seeking to develop arts related festivals and arts event-based projects. 

Arts Project FAQs
Do I need to live in Longford County Council Administrative Area?
You do not need to live in County Longford to be eligible. However, your application must demonstrate tangible benefits for the development of art and culture within County Longford.
Can I apply for more than one award?
Yes, you can apply for multiple awards.
How many project Awards will there be in 2025?
There will be no more than 7 awards in 2025. 
Is a training course eligible for the project award?
Yes, delivery of training courses is eligible for the project. Any proposed training would need to demonstrate need, and provide details of target group, training content and training delivery.  
Is the purchase of equipment eligible?
The purchase of equipment (for example, cameras, laptops, speakers) is not eligible.
Are publication costs of literature eligible?
The publication costs related to literature is not eligible.
Are recording costs of music eligible?
The production costs related to music recording is not eligible.
Are subsistence or travel costs eligible?
Subsistence costs such as daily per diems or work-related travel costs are not eligible.
What details should be supplied about estimated income?
Estimated income could include grants-in-process, box-office, vendors, fundraising, or in-kind support from a venue or organisation. You may include volunteers as in-kind income at approx €15 per volunteer per hour (excludes volunteers sitting on organising committees). All in-kind income must be balanced as in-kind expense.
How many supporting samples of work should I include?
A maximum of three examples of your work can be included. Be selective, put in examples of practice and clearly label what these examples relate to help your application.




[bookmark: Collaboration]Artist Collaboration Award

Eligibility Criteria
The Collaboration award is for a group of three artists who intend to work together to develop new work or present new work.
Applications must be submitted by the stipulated deadline. No late applications will be considered.
Scoring criteria
Applicants are scored against four key criteria:
Quality of proposal idea (30%): As evidenced by the Description of your application proposal.
Track record of applicants (25%): Artist's CV; and up to three examples of previous work that evidence the artists recent achievements, main interests and ambitions.
Feasibility (25%): This refers to the extent to which the applicant demonstrates capacity to deliver the proposed activity. This includes consideration of:
· the proposed timetable or schedule;
· the availability of other supports / partners identified in the application, and the nature of that support;
· the availability of other sources of funding or income, where relevant.
· the extent to which the proposal can achieve the Award criteria in the context of the overall fund
4. Cultural benefit for County Longford (20%): Your application must demonstrate tangible benefits for the development of art and culture within County Longford.
In addition to the above criteria, the company, artist or team must ensure compliance with all statutory requirements and local authority byelaws, including adherence to Child Protection Policy.

Collaboration Award Frequently Asked Questions
Can I apply for more than one award?
Yes, you can apply for multiple County Longford Arts awards. 
How many Collaboration Awards will there be?
There will be no more than 3 awards issued. 
Is a training course eligible for the Award?
Yes, training courses are eligible. 
Is a mentorship eligible for the Award?
Mentorships are ineligible for the Award. 
Is the purchase of equipment eligible?
The purchase of equipment (for example, cameras, speakers, Laptops) are not eligible under the Award. 
Are publication costs of literature eligible?
The publication costs related to literature are eligible under the Award.
Are recording costs of music eligible?
The production costs related to music recording are eligible under the Award.
Are subsistence or travel costs eligible?
Subsistence costs such as daily per diems or work-related travel costs are not eligible under the bursary.
Would renting a studio space be an example of capacity building?
Yes, you can rent a studio if that is the most useful thing to support your work at this time.
What should the proposed budget include about 'buying time' living costs?
The budget for living costs should be allocated in proportion to the intended costs of the Award overall. This Award is not fully for artists living costs. Artists time and/or a portion of that time, to make your proposal happen should be costed out.
What details should be supplied about under ‘estimated income’?
Estimated income could include scholarships, support from another funder(s), earned income, or in-kind support from a venue or organisation.
Will this Award funding support be repeated?
It is hoped that the Collaboration Award will be repeated annually but at present it is conditional on year-to-year funding.
Can I apply for the Award every year?
Yes, you may apply every year. Being successful in attaining funding does not guarantee funding in subsequent years.  Applicants who have been grant funded for three consecutive years will receive less priority for assessment in a fourth-year application.
How many supporting samples of work should I include?
A maximum of four examples of your work can be included. Be selective, put in examples of practice and clearly label why these examples relate to your application.

